Veterinary students will enjoy and profit from this book as an easily comprehensible text of general pathology. It is intended to whet the appetite and stimulate further study of disease. The book also will appeal to students in allied health-related programs and provide them with the concepts and principles of disease processes.
A. Koestner WEIJER, K: Feline Mammary Tumors and Dysplasias. 1979 . Antoni van Leeuwenhoek Ziekenhuis, Nederlands Kankerinstituut, 1066 CX Amsterdam, Plesmanlaan 121, Netherlands." This monograph consists of previously published as well as unpublished articles that summarize various aspects of work done at the Netherlands Cancer Institute on growth disorders of the feline mammary gland. The approach is multidisciplinary with emphasis on those areas of investigation that favor comparative study. The monograph is divided into 9 chapters totaling 146 pages, including introduction and a summary which offers suggestions for future investigation. Except for Chapter 9, which is a Dutch translation of Chapter 8, the monograph is in English.
The biology of feline mammary cancer, which heretofore has received little attention by others in comparison to data available on mammary cancer in dogs, rodents and man, is covered in Chapters 2 through 6. Chapter 2 correlates the size of mammary tumors and the histologic grade of malignancy on one hand with prognosis or survival rate on the other. These findings underscore the need for new therapeutic measures to improve the current dismal prognosis for feline mammary cancer. In chapters 3 and 4 a possible viral cause of mammary carcinoma is explored. The author reports evidence of virus particles and/or feline leukemia or RD-114 viral antigens in these lesions. These viral particles, however, could not be further classified nor proven oncogenic by transmission experiments. Chapter 5 deals with an assay to detect estrogen receptors in neoplastic and normal feline mammary tissues, but none were found. Unfortunately the interval between tissue sampling and receptor assay is not stated. The latter omission is important since estrogen receptors lose stability in human breast cancer specimens that are held for more than 3 weeks before analysis. In contrast to the apparent lack of estrogen receptors in feline mammary tissues, estrogen receptors often are found in human breast carcinoma. Immunologic studies, described in chapter 6, revealed no specific cellmediated cytotoxicity against cultured feline mammary tumor cells when peripheral blood lymphocytes from cats in the terminal stages of cancer were used.
Chapter 7 gives a general overview of benign mammary tumors and dysplasias in the cat, and proposes a modified version of the 1974 WHO Classification of Mammary Tumors in Animals for classifying these lesions. The author's rationale for adapting these lesions to the new classification is largely based on interests in comparative oncology. Major changes were made in the WHO classification of benign dysplasias under the subheadings of adenosis and epithelial proliferation. In the opinion of this reviewer, the new classification is excessively complicated by numerous subdivisions that are not always clearly defined (e.g. the new classification presumes that a distinction can always be made between epithelial proliferation in pre-existent structures and epithelial proliferation in newly formed structures). Acceptance of this new classification will ultimately depend on its prognostic value in defining clinical disease.
D. W. Hayden * A limited number of copies is available from the author. The monograph is reviewed as a service to our readers since so few publications exist on feline mammary lesions.
